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“Criminal Liability for Autonomous Vehicle Accidents in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia”

Prepared by:
Arwa Al-Khudairy, Bayan Al-Sahan, Sarah Al-Fawzan, Haifa Al-Khathlan

Abstract:

Since their emergence, means of transportation have been instruments controlled and directed by humans according
to their will. However, with technological advancement, a new mode of vehicle operation has appeared—autonomous
driving, in which vehicles operate without any human intervention. This study begins by defining the concept of autonomous
vehicles, outlining the levels of driver control, and identifying the level at which a vehicle attains full autonomy. It further
examines the legal nature of such vehicles and focuses on criminal liability for accidents resulting from their operation. The
research explores the extent to which general principles of criminal law, particularly within the framework of the Saudi
Traffic Law, can be applied to these incidents. Moreover, it analyzes the mechanisms for distributing liability among the
owner, operator, manufacturer, and programmer, and discusses how responsibility may be attributed to each party. Finally,
the study addresses the legal challenges arising from the application of the principle of individual responsibility in the absence
of direct human involvement.

Keywords: Criminal liability; Autonomous vehicles; Traffic accidents; Atificial intelligence; Legal personality;
Manufacturer; programmer.
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